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The Eternal Life—the Life of God with the Divine Nature,
the Triune God Being the Structure of the Bible,
and the Hidden God, a God Who Hides Himself
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|. The divine life is the first and the basic attribute of God:A. God’s life is the unique life.

B. Eph. 4:18 Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; C. In the whole universe only
the life of God can be counted as life. D. 1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does

not have the Son of God does not have the life. E. John 10:10 The thief does not come except to
steal and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly.
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Il. Participating the blessing of the eternal life: A. Obtaining eternal life in this age: (1) Eternal life being

in the Lord Jesus. (2) Eternal life being obtained at the time of believing. (3) Never perishing.
B. Obtaining eternal life in the coming age: (1) Mark. 10:29 There is no one who has left (paid the
price) ...for Mly sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 But that he shall receive a hundred times as much
now at this time,... and in the coming age, eternal life. (2) Receiving eternal life here means receiving
the enjoyment of the divine life in the coming age which is fuller than that of in this age as a reward.
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C. Enjoying etemal life in eternity: (1) John 4:14 but the water that | will give him will become in
him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life. 2) If we live for the Lord today by the power
of this eternal life, we will be overcomers. Then during the coming kingdom age, we will reign in life
together with the Lord, we will enjoy the glory of life, and we will have a foretaste of the blessings
of eternity. (3 Finally, when etemnity arrives, we, who have received eternal life through salvation,
will enjoy the blessings of eternal life in the New Jerusalem for eternity.
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D. The life of God with the divine nature: (1) 2 Pet. 1:4 ... you might become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust. 5 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence,
supply bountifully in your faith virtue; and in virtue, knowledge; 6 And in knowledge, self-control; and in self-
control, endurance; and in endurance, godliness; 7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love.
(2) This faith needs to be exercised that the virtue of the divine life may be developed in the succeeding steps
and reach maturity. (3 Virtue is the energy of the divine life, which issues in vigorous action.
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lll. The Triune God is the structure of the New Testament: A. John 15:26 But when the Comforter

comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of reality, who proceeds from the Father,
He will testify concerning Me; B. Eph. 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 17 That Christ may
make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
C. The indwelling Spirit comes into us not to visit but to occupy our whole being.
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IV. God is a God who hides Himself—the hidden God: A. Rom. 8:28 And we know that all things

work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His
purpose. (1) God created the universe and then hid Himself in it, until we do not know where to
find Him. (2) God did countless things in our midst and countless things in our personal lives, yet
He concealed Himself; He was ceaselessly working, yet He was always hidden.
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B. Luke 18:1 And He told t
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nem a parable to the end that they ought always to pray and not lose

heart, 2 Saying, There was a certain judge in a certain city who did not fear God and did not regard
man. 3 And there was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, Avenge me of my
opponent. (1) The believers in Christ have an opponent (Satan the devil). Concerning him, we need
God'’s avenging. (2) The fallen human race has no concept of enjoying God. We go against this
fallen tide and enjoy God.
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